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BY 
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** Meu ought to take heed of rending God's church hy two kinds of 
controversies. The one is, when the matter of thepoint controverted Is 
too small and light, not worth the heat and sti ife about it, kindled only 
by co:;tradiction. For as it is noted by one of the Fathers, Christ*i 
coat indeed had no seam ; bat the church's vesture was of divers 
colours : whereupon he saith, " in veste varietassit, scissura non sit :*' 
they be two things, unity and uniformity. The other is, when the 
matter of the point controverted is great ; but it is driven to an 
over-great subtilty and obscurity ; so that it becometh a thing rather 
ingenious than substantial."— Lord Bacon. 
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TO THE EEADER. 



" Unto a Christian man, there can be nothing either more 
necessary or profitable, than the knowledge of Holy Scrip- 
ture ; forasmuch as in it is contained God^s true wordy setting 
forth his glory, and also man's duty. ^ And there is no truth 
nor doctrine^ necessary for our justification and everlasting 
sahationy but that is, or may 5e, drawn out of that fountain 
and well of truth. For in Holy Scriptiire isyi«% contained 
what we ought to do, and what to eschew, what to believe, 
what to love, and what to look for at God's hands at length. 
In these books we shall find the lather JromYfhomt the Son 
hy whom, and the Hehf Ghost in whom, all things have their 
being and keeping up; and 'these three Personsr to be but 
one God, and. one substance. In these books we may learn 
to know ourselves,. 3iow vile and miserable we be ; and also 
to know God, how good he is of himself, and how he maketh 
us and all creatures partakers of his goodness. We may 
learn also in these books to know God's will and pleasure, 
as much as, for this present time, is convenient for us to 
know. And, as the great clerk and godly preacher, St, 
John Chrysostom, saith, whatsoever ts required to the salva^ 
tion qfman, isJuUy contained in the Scry)ture qf God" 

Homily on the Reading and Knowledge of Holy Scripture. 

Part I, page 1. 



PRAYEK. 



O gracious God and most merciftil Father, which hast 
vouchsafed us the rich and precious jewell of thy Holy Word, 
assist us by thy Spirit that it may be written in our hearts 
to our everlasting comfort ; to reforme us ; to renew us ac- 
cording to thine own image ; to build us up, and edifie us 
into the perfect building of thy Christe ; sanctifying, and 
increasing in us all heavenlie vertues. Grant this heavenlie 
Father, for Jesus Christe's sake^ Amen. 



TO 



THE VERY REVEREND 



HOEATIO TOWNSEND NEWMAN, 



DEAN OF CORK, 



WH08B LONG, KAITHKUL, AND KBALOUS LABOURS, 

IN PROMOTING SCRIPTURAL KOUCATfON AND KNOWLBDGK 

AMONG BOTH CLKROY AND LAITY OP THIS DIOCKSB, 

ARE OKNBRALLV KNOVTN AND JUSTLY APFRKCIATKD, 

THESE PAGES 

IN TOKKN or CHRISTIAN KSTKRM 

NO LESS THAN GRATBKUL RRMBMBRANCB OK PERSONAL KINDNESS, 

ARE 
BY HIS FRIEND AND KINSMAN, 

AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED. 



Derry, March 25, 1843. 
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ORAL TEACHING 



NOT 



ORAL TRADITION. 



Religion is ft feubjeety iil Whioh ail aie d6ej[)ly 
btterested^ and thef efore^ Equally concerned tcr 
enquii^e, ** what i« tifulfe ?*** In every such en- 
quiry however^ thc^ filrdt thing <6 1^3 aaeelrtdned 
t^^ the Bule of Fakh, i^r §laMiti^d by which reli-' 
gioUs betief alid practice should be regidated. 
Without thiSy Kre have fi§ fixed ot certain guide, 
either as to &6 dodtrmes or duties 6f trueYeli- 
gi(m ; and by this olily d&n 'We kn6Mr, on -vrhfet ouj^ 
faith and ho|)e ate tedlly founded. Therefore the 
necessity 6f exaMkxing care&lly the alleged claim 
of Oral Traditidn, whether put forward by 

* Jokn xviii. 38. 
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Divines of Oxford or of Bome^ to constitate part 

of the Bule of Faith^ along with^ and in addition 

to, the written word of God. 

In nothing indeed^ do the Churches of England 

and Rome more widely differ, than in their res- 
pective standards of religions belief and practice : 
and hence, in great measure, their want of agree- 
ment on other points. 

In her Sixth Artide, the Church of England 
distinctly states Holy Scripture to be her rule of 
faith, plainly and pointedly declaring, that she 
has, and needs, no other; because it /^ containeth 
all things necessary to sabxttion, so. that, what- 
soever is not read therdb, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man j that it 
should be believed as an. article, of faith, cnr be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation." 
Thus steadily and nobly does she maintain the 
completeness of Holy Scriptures, as a ftijl, per- 
fect^ and sufficient rule, both of faith and prac* 
rice, in things necessary to salyation. 



NOT OEAL TBADITION. 7 

At the same time^ it is quite true^ that she 
highly reverences antiquity ; and aiming to model 
herself in all things after the primitiye churchy 
formed^ as well via founded, by our Saviour and 
his Apostles, she attaches great weight and just 
importance to the early, authentic, testimony of 
ecclesiastical tradition, or in other words. Chris- 
tian Church history, in ** matters relating to 
order, rites, and ceremonies.'^ 

She does not however, so much ssmentiotii 
Didne or ApostoKo tradition, i. e. inspired Oral 
traeKUon handed down from Christ or his Apos- 
tles, forming part of the rule of fidtii, and pos- 
sessing autiiority equal, or similar, or equivalent, 
to Holy Scripture. 

In her S4th Artiqje, she speaks indeed of 
tradition, but in such a manner, as to shew plainly 
the sense in which alone she acknowledges its 
exisitence, and thus, put it, as possessing only 
human authority, on a totally different level from 
Holy Scripture. 



^ QUAfj TEACHING 

. " Jt' is flot J^CQSsafCji' says ^he j^Lifticlfe, '* that 
}t|ia4itipiis m^ peremonies be in all pla^^§ pne> 
^4 ^^^^7 ^^^^ f^T ^ ^ timed ^^7 have beep 
layers, an4 ma; l^e changed accoi^cKi^ to tl):e d^v^sr- 
^i^^ Qf qoont^es, times, and m^n'^ manners, so 
tpl^ fifftfii^ be, or^ainied ag€iimt, QqcC^s wefd.^^ 
,. llifnt in order to shew* t}ie natvir^ and degree 
pf ref}pect ^^e to them^ it is ^^^d^ ^^ whosoever, 
through his private judgmental wiUipgly apd pur* 
pqsely^ 4^ PP^^7 breat; the traditipns i^d 
cerefnp;iie£f<>f th^ Phurchj, whic}x b§ not rf pugiiyant 
to the FQr4 pf Gpcl^ and be prdaifi^d and approv- 
e4 pf cpmmon fiuthority^ P^ht to be rpbiiked 
openly^ (tha$ others may feajr to dp the likoj} as 
he that offendeth against the cpmmpQ order of 
the Church;! and hurteth |l^^'a^tl^arity p£ the 
Idagi^trf^te, and wpundeth the cpiispL^pcpfii of the 
|i^ea^ brethren." 

. fjie Article lastly 4e0ares, tha| " f^yexy parti- 
cular or niidouai Churchy hath authprity tp 
ordain^ change, and abolish, ccrpmo^ies or rites 
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of the Church, ordained only by man's authority; 
90 thai all things be done to edifying ^^ 

So far as we can discover, the Church of Eng- 
land, no where, in her Liturgy, Articles, or 
Homilies, acknowledges any other kind of Oral 
tradition than that here spoken of, wHich evi- 
dently is not of Divine authority, and does not 
relate to matters of faith, or things requisite or 
necessary to salvation; and thus, we may safely 
assert, that the only Oral tradition which she any 
where admits, or even alludes to, is ^irely human, 
both in its origin, authority, and application. 

How far she makes use of such tradition; 
namely, Church history and early Christian writ- 
ings, for another purpose, i. e. to explain, throw 
light upon, or fix the sense of. Holy Scriptures; 
may perhaps be best explained, in the words of 
the venerable Bishop Patrick : 

" We allow, says this learned Prelate, that 
tradiition gives us a considerable assistance in 

* Book of Common Prayer. d4th Article of Religion. 

B 2. 



f^i^ poi^tg' a& air^ mi in 4q mafpff f^f^^ and 
syllables coht^i^m. the Scriptivires^ but iMy i< 
gitf^er^from tim $y stood andmamf^t teasm- 

ing-^ Or, in plaiae^r WQrds p^]chap9, what€^YB», 

t&rms tk^e, ^e ^ekuovledge to ^et of girea^t me, 
««wi yeiadily receive apad foUow it ; as sejyiag 
very ^l^eh to efttaWish ua laore SxojIj ia thM 
^i:^tl^ tp4^ va 9^ oS: Cftris^Sm^ adhered t^ itk 
*^ TWs may Ih& c^ed a oon^rminff tradition ; of 
wliiQl^ wp i^ave m wtaace, ip the doctriue of 
ij^^t i^wm / Tfluch sQime aucieut Fatlxere oall 
aB, JjposioliQol Tmditim. Not thai it $€^w4 he. 
jsffo^flrf pf. Qtnyphfi^ of Scripture ; no WCH mat* 
TEE I fpPi thoqgh we do not find it writtcoi in so 
]|iany "wox^, th^ infente are to be baptised, or 
that tbe Apostles ibftptissed in&nts ; yet» itwffff. 
^ pr^^ 0^ ofUbSi Smpturesj ^d the Fathers 
tjjkei^selyes^ ^bo ce^R it (m j^sfkdicial tnaditiaih^ 
do c^^e t^t^x^ies qfth^ /^i^^fm ta, mf^ ^ 
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good. A44 therefi»^, ^^ may to sure, thm^ 
cQ/n^^pr^hend (k^ Seriptwrei toilhm' the naime of 
Apo^olic^ tradition, and beliered that this dac-^ 
triite w<» guriAereei otdofthe ^kriptttresy iiatigh 
not'^tpressfytreatodofikereu 

'^ Jtx like manner^ ha adds, we> in, thia Church, 
aflaejt the authority of biahqps above presbytara 
by a divine right ; as appears in the book of con-i 
secration of Bishops, wheire the person to be or-» 
dained to this office, expresses hia belief^ that he 
is tKvUj eaUed to this Ministration, according to 
the irill of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, this, 
W€^ ore x>orsuaded, may iephiniy enofughpra&ed, 
tQ mj man that is ingenuous, and will fairly 
OQQ^Ider things, out of the Holy Sor^x^res, 

WlTHOtTT Tim }iM^ OFTRADITIQN. Eut We aha 

take in the aaaistance of this &r the convictipnof 
gaii^yers ; and by the perpetual practice and 
Tradition of the (Jhurch from the beginning, eoat-> 
firm our Sariffytre proofa so strongly, that he 
seems to us very obetinaitQ, or extremely preju- 
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diced, that yields not to thesBBu " Andthftrefeye; 
toniak& oxir doctrine in this point more authen- 
tick, our church hath put both these proofe 
together in the preface to the Form of giving 
orders, which begins in these words : It is evident 
unto all men, diligently reading Holy Scripture 
and ancient at^Aor^, that from the Apostle's time; 
there have been three orders of Ministers in 
Christ'sChurch,Bi8hops,Frie8ts, and Deacons."* 

It is plain therefore, that the Church of Eng- 
land founds no doctrine or practice whatever, as 
of divine origin and obligatiany on oral tradition ; 
though she uses it, a^ human evidence^ to establish 
the sound and primitive character of doctrines 
and practices which she believes to be taught aiid 
contained in Holy Scripture ; such as, the Lord's 
Day, Episcopacy, and Infant Baptism. 

In the words of another able and distinguished ^ 
Prelate of our Church, Bishop Marsh; " all 
doctrines whatever, which have no other founda- 
* Discourse about Tradition, part 2, §^5. 
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tioii thiaii t^jrt of Traditdpii, are refects hy the 
(^fdh of FfnglQ/Ki4 5 a^d H w this very rqection, 
¥>hich cm^Mte^ the mt^prinoiph ^ the B^or* 
tnaUan/ U is /he v^ primd^ of the Beferma^ 
fim to ^tniti no doctrine^ or ^rttcia of faiths unless 
it ca?i ie proved by Jlofy Smptuire'^ The cjase 
Jiowever^ he gpea oi^ to ^ay, is wid'^jr ^iffeyent 
with respect to mj»e qereniQiues, ia whioh «« h^r 
.34l3x Article states, the Church of Jlnglmd only 
requires, that nothing M or^ined agtaimt GodTs 
toord, and thai iM Hmgs he dam. igk pdifying^ 
Yet, it is pkiji, th^it even iix this ^he.dpes not yield 
to the authority of Oral tradition ; beca^&> as has 
been sheim from the S4th Article, ahe claims 
authority heraeU to ordaiQj change, and aholish, 
rites an4 oesremomes ; dearly implying, (ihat if 
edifying, they nmy be received, although no^ mne^ 
fumed by tradition : and if unedifying, ought to 
be rejected, even though supported by it.t To 

* MsrshV comparative view, chap. 7* p. 120. 
t«)id.p.l3I, 
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this we shall just add^ that as to those confessedly 
most ancient Documents^ the three Creeds^ she 
states herself in her eighth article^ that the 
authority on which she receiyes them is this ; fiot 
thai they are attested by Oral tradition^ but that 
" they may he pr<yoed by moat certain toarrant of 
Holy Scripture.^* To sum up all in the words 
of ihe pious Bishop Beveridge. " Holy Scrip- 
ture containeth nothing but the will of God, and 
the whole wUl of Ood; so that theare is noMng 
necessary to be believed concemmg Gody nor dme 
in obedience unto God by us, but what is here 
revealed to us ; • and therefore all traditions of 
men which are contrary to this word of Gody axe 
necessarily to be abhorred; ond all traditioiui of 
men not recorded in this ux>rdofGod, are not 
necessarily to be believed. What is here written 
we are bound to believe because it is written, 
and what is not here written, we are not bound 
to believe because it is not here written.*** 
* Discourse on 39 Articles, toL 1. p. 257. 
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This theiiy itiay perhaps suffice^ to shew the 
real views and sentiments of the Church of Eng- 
land on this important subject^ and satisfy the 
candid enquirer, that her Bule of Faith e^rc/ti- 
sively is, Holy Scripture ; and that she speaks, 
and makes use of. Oral Tradition, not, m a record 
of Ditme doctrine : but, merely as, mox)e or less 
valuable, ancient, authentic, human testimony y to 
the truth and confirmation of what is, or may be, 
found in Scripture* 

The Church of Kome on the contrary, denies 
the allsufficiency of Scripture, and I^ adopted 
a two-fold Bule of faith, the parts of which are, 
Scripture and Tradition. ; the latter, wtirely 
independant of, yet possessing equal authority 
with. Holy Scripture, ;beipause proceeding, . in 
her opinion, no less from Christ, and his 
Apostles, though transmitted through a different 
channel. 

Here then, it must at once be pc^rceived, is a 
fundamental differencebetween the twochiurches ; 
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a difibreno^ affecting Uve very heiskf as well as 
atandard) of flaying fa^iu 

Before howevei*^ we p^oeeed to ascertain the 
exact setitimentd of the Chiireh of Borne oil this 
subject^ it mky be Well p^bap^^ to' explain briefly 
^hai tradUion meam^ tod whai it is. The word 
may be^ a&d often is^ used in' different signiflca* 
tions ; and thereforey in order to ayoid confdsion 
in the difficult work of separating truth £rom 
error^ it is absolutely necessaly to ktiow those 
yarious senses in which it is employed. 

In itflelfy the Word tradition^ simply signifies^ si 
delivery oi: handing from one person to another ^ 
and toay relate^ either to the time^ meIthop^ of 
M ATTKRy of tha^ deliyery . 

: As to time^ it may imply ji^eimf^ just as well as 
past, ksti^ctiolL. Thus^ in 2nd TheS8# S. 15; 
where .St« Paul saysi *' therefore brethren, fetand 
fast, and hold the traditions which ye haye beeil 
taught, whether by Word or our epi6tle;" he 
eyidently alludes, riot to doctrmes receiyed froiit 



flfgeis paftt> but^y to ^Aa«« imtruettQm^ ke had, him" 
SiBlf recently ffiven^ them. 

It is alBp k(»'We¥^s^ u^d to signify ktstriiG^ii 
veceiyed.&omhvmfiT tumh ^ hi M4tt Idt ^. 3; 
where the a^ril)es> finding fault with his disci^ 
pies for transgres^g the tiaditloik- ofthe eldersy 
our Saviour replies to ^m». a& we do to the 
Church of Borne when she fin(k fault with xm in 
like manner^ ^' why do* ye also tiransgress the 
pommaadment of Grodhy yimr Uraditiont?" Here 
then, it evidently means, doctrines handed down 
from former ages. 

As to MODE of transmission or deUvery, Tradi*- 

tion may lil^mse be divided into two hinds; oral 

and written; the one implying, delivery by word 

qffnouth; the other^ hy means of t^riting. In 

this latter sense, one often used both in the 

New Testament, and by the early Fathers^ the 

Scriptures come under this general' name, ' as 

insjM'ed vnitten tradition^ i. e. Divinje doctrines 

delivered down, to us in tvriting. Or^d tradition 

c 
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however, in the twofold character of a safe arid 
trustworthy mode of communicating divine truth 
from former ages, is that about which we differ 
from the Church of Rome ; not indeed denying 
that things may possibly be thus transmitted; 
but strongly and emphatically asserting, that as 
a mode of transmission, we regard it as most 
unsafe, dangerous, and uncertain ; and, as imply- 
ing matter transmitted, that we find no sufficient 
evidence to shew, that any Divine truths, ordi- 
nances, or doctrines, having the seal of god, 
and not contained in Holy Scripture, have been 
thus transmitted to us. If such it is said, there 
are, though not to be found in Scripture, we ask, 
tohat are they, and where are they ? If it be said 
in reply, '^ they relate to the number and admi-* 
Aistration of the Sacraments, prayers for the dead, 
the celebration of the Mass, seasons of fasting, 
and other like matters, and almost all of them 
are to be found in the writings of the Fathers,*" 
^ ^ I>elahDgue de Traditione, p. 420, 
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we demand again^ how are they proved to be of 
divine origin and authority? How are we to 
know that those now brought forward as such^ 
ai'e the very words that were spoken, or doc- 
trines that were taught, by Christ and his inspired 
Apostles ? Mere human testtmont/, like the 
writings of the Fathers and decrees of General 
Councils, produced as an evidence of dimnely 
inspired Oral Tradition, can never prove the 
point in question ; namely the Divine Authorship 
of this or that particular practice or doctrine^ 
Nor indeed, can any thing, either preserve, or 
prove it, but something like Holy Scripture, 
lasting in its own nature ; not liable to change ; 
and WHICH is also, itself inspired. 

Besides however, what it implies as to tifne 
and tnode of delivery, the word Tradition, as has 
been just remarked, signifies, the fnatter itself 
delivered, 

H And now we come to state the doctrine 
of the Church of Rome, in opposition to 
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what^ we hsive 'already she^vn^ to be, on this 
fomty the dacttine <of tke Ghu3?ch ci England. 
.She> as has been stated, admits, humarif i. e. 
histerwal <jt eoclesimticed truidiH^n, ascribing to 
it, ui il» proper use and j^ce, great iixi|K>rtiince 
and ralue^ more especially in establishing the 
genuineness and aiU^nticity of the New Testar 
^ex&t ; ^nd proving that her views of Seriptcire 
are botii ancient and orthodox ; but she altogeth^ 
denies, that there is any tradHion, passeasmg 
Dicme weight er inspired apostolic €mth0rity, 
es>c^t that, which has cams down torn by wriU^j 
in the HaHy Sciiptures. • « 

"lOie doctrine of the Cburch of Udoae is fia-j 
far, different, ^e teadiies, that independailt <>f 
Holy Scripture, there are mo less than threekinds 
of traditu^n, in the sense ofmaUers omUy ddi* 
tered ; i. e. doctrines and practices not ti'ansmit* 
ted to us by inspired writing^ but o^isially 
taught by word of mouth, and handed down by 
ecclesiastical records. 
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The 1st she calls, Dicine tradition; or doctrines 
delivered by Christ himself to his Apostles, arid 
tauffht by them, but tiot written ; though recorded 
since in the writings of the Fathers, and Decrees 
of General Councils. 

The 2nd she calls, Apostolic tradition ; or, 
doctrines and observances, originating from the 
Apostles under the guidance and suggestion of 
the Holy Spirit, but ivhich are not to be found in 
their writh^gs. 

These two, constitute what the Church of 
Rome calls, " the umcritten tcord of Gody^^ and 
which, as to weight, value, and importance, she 
authoritatively declares to be in all respects equal 
to^ and on a level with. Holy Scripture. Prac- 
tically however, it will be found, that she makes 
it f|p^ superior, and so in reality puts the written, 
completely in subjection to the unwritten, word. 
For, assuming that oral tradition is full and clear, 
where Scripture is obscure and ambiguous, she 

does iu fact J give it a weiglit and authority^ far 

c 2 
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superi6* fb Scriprture ; and thus, thotigli Tradi- 
tion, as part of the Rule of Faitli, k by her, in 
theory, only made equdl to Sctiptttre, in practice 
it heciym^ paramount to it * 

Nor, let it be for a moment suppotsed, that this 
is mere unsupported assertion. We have it on 
the high authority of Cardinal Bellarmine him- 
self, who in the fourth chapter of his treatise oh 
the word of Grod, speaks thus. " Scripture very 
often is so ambiguous and perplexed, that unless 
explained by some infallible authority, it is un- 
intelligible ; without unwritten tradition, the 
Gospel is an empty name, i, e. only sounds and 
words, without senseJ'^f The reader then, can 
e&sily judge for himself, whether Holy Scripture, 

* Bishop Marsh's comparative view, chap. 1. p. 15. 

t ** SeepisBime Scriptura ambigua et perplexa eat; at mai ab 
aliquOy qui errare non poa»t, explicetur, nonposrit tnieWgi" 

** Sine traditionibos non acriptis^ Eyangelium esse purum 
liomeiiy id est, esse ionium voeet ei verba me «Amm/' Bellar- 
initte de rerto Dei; cfip« 4. ^ 
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or Oral Triidkioxiy is by the Church of Rome 
made practically ^r^ in weiffM and importance* 
The Qon^el, she plainly tells us, " without un- 
written tradition is a mer6 name,"W'ords and sounds 

• 

without sense ;" and alas, there are too many, 
who disown her communion, but in this respect, 
seem to have adopted her sentiments. Mdlyit 
not be well then, to remind both her and them, 
of those, whom Ireneeus tells us of, who taught 
in his day, " that truth could not be found, out of 
the ScripttfteSy by those to whom tradition taae 
unknoumy forasmuch as it, f truth J, was not deli-^ 
vered by writing, but by word ofm^otdh" The 
only difference is, that she and they assure U9 
that this is the true doctrine, and that they who 
hold it are the orthodox ; whereas he pronoun- 
cear those who held it in Hie second, centurfr^ 
Heretics.* 

* " Quia noH poMit ^% Ms (Scriptuds scil.) inve&tn Veritas 
ab his qui nesciaut traditionem. Non enim per literas tradi- 
tarn illam, sed per vivam vocem. Irenieus contra httret. 
lib. 3. cap. 2. 
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The 3rd kind of oral tradition, held by the 
Church of Rome, is, ecclesiastical tradition ; the 
same that our S4th Article, already referred to, 
speaks of, as " the traditions of the Church." Dr. 
Delahoguc, late Professor of dogmatic theology 
at Maynooth, describes it as, " certain ancient 
customs, introduced by the Bishops, or originated 
by the people, which have gradually, by tacit 
consent, acquired, says. Cardinal Bellarmine, the 
force of a law." — On both sides therefore, this 
kind of tradition is confessedly admitted to be of 
human origin, and to form no part of the rule of 
firith ; the difference between us here being, 
that our Church declares, that such traditions, 
having been ordained only by man's authority, 
may be abolished or changed ; whereas, the 
Church of Borne regards them as having acquired 
by immemorial usage, the force of a law."* 

Here however, we have no controversy of any 
moment with the Church of Rome; the real 

^ Manilas ComparatiTe View. p. 11. 
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question betireen us being, not, as to huMm or- 
ditmnoBS y but, whether any doctrines of mviNB 
<hrigm and mdhot^y taught by Christ and his 
Apostles f independaniiy of those recorded m Holy 
Scripture^ are knoivn to have come dawn to us by 
means of oral tradition. 

Of tbk impoiiiant question we take the negia- 
tite side, and doing so, charge the Church of 
Borne, in the words of our Divine Lord and 
Saviour, according to our translation, with 
" teaching for Divine doctrines, the command* 
memtB of men ;" or, as she herself translates d^ 
passage, but which comes very nearly to the same 
thing ; *^ teaching dodtrines and commandments 
ef men y" * along wUh, and as part o/*, the tJi^orS 
of "Godi 

And what is their defence and reply ? It is 

^'mply iMs ; that there is an unwritten^ as irclll 

as^ a wrUten- word of God, and accordingly, that 

what they teac6, are not human comniandmei)iU> 

^ Douay Te^tam^ixt, St. Mutt. 15. 15* 
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but divine and. apostolic doctrines^ taught araUy, 
and handed down by oral tradition and ecclesias- 
tical writings; and they refer us for proof that 
there really are such, to Scripture; tradition 
itself; and, theological arguments. 

Let us then, briefly examine these alleged 
proofs, humbly beseeching the blessed Spirit of 
wisdom and truth, to guide us to aright conclusion* 

The chief Scriptural evidence brought forward 
is as follows. In the Gospel of St. Jojm, 16. .12. 
our Saviour says to his disciples ; " I have yet 
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now, howbeit, when He> the .Spirit of truth 
shall come, he will lead you into all truth." This 
passage hoM'^ever, it is plain, proves nothing 
whatever for oral tradition^ because, the Spirit 
of truth having come long befm^c the Netv Testa- 
ment .was written ; and the Apostles being thus 
led into all truth before they wrote, we may assur- 
edly believe that all truth is to be found in their 
tvritings ; and there is no ropm whatever there- 
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fore for the inference sought to be established by 
the Church of Rome, that all Divine truth is not 
contained in the written ward. 

Again, Acts, 1. 3. is brought for wai'd; in which 
it is said, that Christ " shewed himself alive to 
his disciples after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speak- 
ing of the thhigs pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.^* But this, we say in like manner, took 
place before the writing of the New Testament,*- 
and therefore, proves nothing for Oral Tradition, 
At the same time, we mean not to assert, that 
every word spoken by Christ or his Apostles, is 
recorded in Holy Scripture. Scripture itself 
declai*es the very reverse. St. John in his last 
chapter, even goes so far as to say/*' there are 
also many other things which Jesus did; the 
which, if they should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself could not con- 
tain the books that should be written ;" and again' 
he says, "Many other signs truly did Jesus in 



the presence of bis^ dispiples^. wfaiph are not w$:i^ 
ten in tki» hook y but^ he add^, bearing the- lyiost. 
express testimony to the allsufficiency o£ the 
written word, " these are toritten^ that ye might 
balieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Gqd> 
and that believinffy ye might have lifcy through his 
name.*^"^ It is plain therefore, that although every 
thing spoliLen by Christ,, has n<)t been recorded 
in writing, the substance of all having been thus 
presevviedy we have no need of any t^ing but 
what has beentpritten ; and ther^fore, should not 
seek to be " wi^ ahomyox rather, beyond ^ what 
is written.^^f 

2 Thjess. 2. IS, is also a passage greatly relied 
on. ^* Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold 
the traditions,, which ye Imve been taught, whe- 
ther by word, or our epistle." Here however 
let us ask, what is really meant by the word tra- 
ditions in thi& verse, and what does the Apostle 
^videixtly intend by it ? Mc distinguishes no 



tb$^ tSLUgl^t by writing. Bu( dpes be m^w by 
the formsr, doctrines qt fiv4t inde^tf f^^S 
^Vfired iy inspired p&c^a^y but t^^^c$ tram-^ 

ifiUibs^d tQ the Th^js&ahnii^^m 4y humm, mimpip^i 

chc^'i^ for ^evei^al ^ges ? Surely, botb text 
zf^ cqnte3ft plainly shew ths^t ][ie di(J not. 
Tfe^r^ cajpL be no doubt, tl^at he merely meant 
t||ie instructions he had himself ^ an i^pired 
^fl^sUe, just before gioen them, either by letter, 
or by '^ord of mouth. 

BigWy underatopd therefore, this p^vs^ag^ 
gives no countenance to oral tradition^ in th^ 
Itomish jaiid objeetioQfible sense of the wor^ ; if 
WG ju9t ponsider for a moment ^A^ vqst (fi^erence 
^fittp^en ORAL TSACHIK6, direcf and imme^iatif 
from tk^ Tjnotdh of an inspired Apostle ; and obal 
TfiADiTXON, or the handing down things as apos- 
talifi tef^hing, indirectly and from forn^ agea^ 
hjf means pf mere uninspired human testimony i 
If ve bad 910W an inspired 4posti^ (m^^f^ tf^g 
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we should, as St. Paul here directs, value and 
regard his oral, just as much, as his written, 
instructions ; but, this in no way encourages, 
nor, in the least degree warrants, our giving 
heed to doctrines as divine, not coming imme^ 
diately from the lips of an inspired Apostle, but 
merely said to be his, upon the authority of men, 
living in after ages, and not themselves inspired. 

St. Paul's second Epistle to Timothy, 2. 2, is 
also brought forward, in proof, not only, that 
many things were by the Apostle orally taught, 
which no one disputes, but, directed by him, to 
be orally transmitted, which we altogether deny. 

" The things that thou hast heard of me. says^ 
the Apostle, among many -Nvitnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall he able to 
TEACH others also.^^ Who does not at once how- . 
ever clearly see, that what the Apostle here has 
in his view, is, not, the Oral transmission, but, 
the Oral teaching of Divine truth ; in other words, 
the communication, of Divine and saving hnow'^ 
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kdge to mankind through the preaching of the 
Gospel by a constant succession of faithful men, 
as duly appointed and regularly commissioned 
witnesses? Where then, is the argument for 
Oral tradition ? 
What we say therefore, is simply this : 
The safe transmisson of all necessary truth 
being otherwise provided for, by the inspired 
CHANNEL of Holy Scripture^ this passage, clearly 
establishes the necessity and authority oi^ pro- 
perly appointed Christian Ministry for teaching 
Divine truth, but gives no Apostolic counte- 
nance to Ora/^rarfefoon, AS AN APPROVED METHOD 

OF TRANSMITTING DIVINE TRUTH. Fully admit- 
ting then, that God makes use of uninspired 
TEACHING OF Divine truth ; but confidently assert- 
ing that there is no such thing, as uninspired 
TRANSMISSION OF DiviNE TRUTH, wc maintain, 
that this passage relates, to the Oral teaching, 
and NOT the Oral Tradition, of things requi^ 
site and necessary to salvation. 



' ft fe ft6t hid^dd WiAdttt Stirpri^fe, altoii * IJfiid 
exttefm^ fegi-et, tltat we havfe of late seen 
xniniistefs df the GhyXtth 6f Eiiglaiid, arixidusly, 
but taMy, end^avouriilg t6 pf oVe from St. Pd#[* 
Epistles to Timothy, that the A^6^tl6 liiiilSglf 
recognized a systetti of Dimnd oral tradition^ 

* " fil ftlei% not ft tcai«^/' ^^ ftuc1t/a«yi a« Ot^ ftfid^^ 
taking place before our eyes. " It has come within my own 
knowledge*' toys the Rev. J. H. Stewart, '* that the course 
^%ic& fiort^ of the leadei^ of the IHetariuis reeotttftMtAii ft 
the kighway to Borne, It Would BCilHNiely be oenoeiTed) that 
a clergyman of t^e Church of England should recommend 
a foroxLt^ pe^s6n travering in lie^ attacbiiieftt tb fbe P^te%6dit 
Paitfay to take a tow of celiba^ ; and thei^ iHtftHuut tbe leasft 
consultation with her parents or friends on the subject, 
himself privately administer this vow ; — ^and a^rwards, 
tmeil tiiii «tfMe sTOung Jierson ^aft distrdii^ kk Mlid, 6tt 
account of this vow, which she had so rasldy taken, that this 
same Cle)*gyman should recommend a visit to a Roman 
€at&eGe ecmvetei Yet, mtch i kimb to U ihefikif th&<{ tfs 
might be expected, that young person, foUowing this advice^ 
within a very short time after being within the walls of that 
«6hveiit, renbtkkl^ed otir PMiteistailt Cltitf gH, afid j)0i1i6d tlkti 
Ghwdi of Rom6/' — Sennonv on Grayer, fbr AeontpooiftBg 
of the Holy Spirit, preached at St. Bride's Church, Liverpool, 
on New Year's Day, ld43* 
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then known as such, and since continued, inde- 
pendant of Holy Scripture* 

The passages chiefly brought forward for this 
"purpose are, 1 Tim. 6. 20. *' O Timothy, keep 
that which is committed to thy trmt.*^ And 2 
Tim. 1. 14. " That good thing which was com- 
mitted unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghost which 
dwelleth in us." Hence, it is with more inge- 
nuity than force of reasoning argued, that the 
deposit, or good thing spoken of as committed to 
IXmothy, was a system of oral tradition altoge- 
ther independant of Scripture. 

But here again we say, look to the context, and 
it will plainly appear, that it was, not Oral trans- 
mission, but Qra/ ^eacAmjr of divine truth, that 
was in the Apostles mind. His own departure 
was then at hand, and he was therefore the more 
anxious, not only that Timothy should be him- 
self, but see that others also were, faithful 
preachers of the Gospel. Accordingly we find 

* Vid« especially, Keble's SermOa on Traiditioit* - 

D 2 
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Uitt/ ^ Tim. 4. 1. fl, ftddr^fai^ iSk Uimk 
spiritual Son^ in these s^i^tdh woi^. ^ t dhtcdrg^ 
fti^e before God dild tli6 Lora JesftiJa Glimt, 
pfeach the trofd; be instAnt in seaie'fi, crtft of 
«ete6it ; repifore, rebuke, ^ihoft Vitli aill long-^ 
Suffijiiftg hiiA doctrine ; for the time will coxne, 
iviietL they Will not endure Bound dddMney hiA 
aft^ their olirh lu^s i»hall they hesp to then!is^fe^ 
t^hUfB, MUng it&hiHg ears ; tend iY^f t&hsQl turn 
itVS^ file^t eskrs firoitl the trtfth, and shafi B^ 
turned unto fables ; but, watch thou in aU things ; 
endure afflictions; do the v^drk pf an evanffelist ; 
fndke faU proof of thy ministry. ^^ 
In 1 Tim. 1. S, we find him directing Timo- 
thy t6 attend carefully to the preaching of others 
idso. '^ As I besought thee to abide still at 
I^M^, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
fiiightfest charge some that they teach no other 
Soctriiie''*^ do. Now the end of the charge, or 
edSi^andment, is charity, out of a pui'e heart, and 
<£ i 4;&dd tme^iifnte atid of fid& ui^^ed." 
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Ani in tht ISA vterse bfe kdds, " rA/i dkifrg^, I 
commit unto thee Son Timotliy , according^ to tiife 
prophecies wtich- Weiit before on the6, ttoat thou 
1i^ them mightest mf* a gdod tddrfan,^^ 

Wh^t gtouA'd then, te^ tok, is rfl€fi:6 fo^ the 
hifbttiit^ that ^' tite goo'd thlff^ tit d^^'ofeft" k^l^e . 
ife][iol:cti of, was a system of or^ doctrine Wt fi- 
corded in S&g4ptarh f ts hot the blfefe^^d (jOSp^t, 
itself ft Sftci^d deposit? h !hot th^ miftist6¥lfii 
i^d^ tt i^ol^Hixm ttust ; ft good tMiig committed t6 

• 

the minister's charge, atid of ^hich he must aftef- 
Wards give an ftccotiAt ? We think St. Paul felt 
it to be such, -^hen he says> 1 Cor. 4. 1, " Let ft 
man so account of us, as of the ministers of 
Christ, and Stewards of the m'^sterie^ of God.^^ 
And we think also the whole train of the Apos- 
tle's reasoning clearly shews, that the ^^ good thing 
or deposit" by him committed to Timothy, was 
no other, than that which had been committed to 
himself, and of which he speaks in 1 Tim. 1. II, 
wlieird h6 calk h, " the gJorjcrtiB gospel of 
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the blessed God> which was committed to 
my trust" 

It is therefore, we hesitate not to assert, a 
mere groundless assumption^ to say that the 
Aposde here recognkes in any way a system of 
^ Oral Tradition, distinct from, and independant 
of Holy Scripture. Nor is there the slightest 
evidence to shew, that the word translated " good 
thing or deposit," was a technical term then made 
use of to signify a system of oral traditionary 
instruction.* On the contrary, the Apostle uses 
the same word in the verse but one before, to 
signify the safe keeping of his soul ; " I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him," "my deposit," against that day. 
2 Tim. i. 12. 

On the whole then, it is most clear, that the 
good thing committed by the Apostle to Timothy 
was, the glorious Gospel, of which Timothy was 
* Dablin Chmttan Examiner, third series, Vol. ii. p* SOS. 



ftjf 9t. Tsti brd^ed ft ifibniStet ; tM Gfb^I 
THifch fllfe iMcfst H^gii hAS caused, not oiiljr tb te 
Mk»^i, bVit t6 be t«?yt»cw J^ in^pifa&m of His 
Sl^Ml, CCS iAt^ ^Mnely dppbm^S tfrnzits cf its 
Ae«toftrt?AtlV^ 'iiikNmiBSTOif i bttt Which, BSft^ 
doMitttflted W their tru6t, Tiittothy and othfer*, 
Abt a^ttiiselV^ai itispit^, have frott tfine to tiiiie 
bttn ettl^ldydl to teiach. 

4!ife eftriy Falthers are lUcewfee birt)ught fet-^ 
#)»*«« e'\€«6^ctes on behalf of iiispii^d btel tfftdi- 
fldtt. lil 1^:^ tb &&, we say, not htHf dd tkey 
W« thfe clfe«rf^ tefitfaiioiiy to the allMstiMdefticjr 
# SfeiH[f)*6l*e ; aili the g^at Athdiiaisitis ^ii<^ he 
•ay*, '^ tile Hdty SiC!rifrt\if ei*, i^Veh by Jhsfnfatioh 
«* ®6yJ, *ife ^ theiAselTes stiffieitettt fdir the clid«)^ 
tery df Irlrth ;"* but they dlteo, put 6itii IrtidMM 
when they apeak of it separately, in sufyeetion to 
SMjpiu't^y Ml We dO) BXiinolimuhdBlwithUj as 
the Church of Borne does. Thus, Cyprian, oh 
the sul^eet of an alleged tradition against the 
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rebaptizing of heretics, says : " if itbe commanded 
in the Gospel, or in the Epistles of theApostles or 
in the Acts, let this holy tradition be observed." * 
In fact, one of the earliest and best of them all, 
Irenseus, bishop of Lyons, and friend of Polycarp 
the dificiple of St. John, who wrote in the second 
century, has put an end to inspired oral tradition 
as distinguished from, and independent of. 
Holy Scripture, in these remarkable words; 
" By no other persons have we been instructed 
in the dispensation of salvation, than by those 
through whom the Gospel has been delivered to 
us; which Gospel they at first preached by 
WORD OF MOUTH, but afterwards by god's will, 
handed down to tis in writing , to be in time to 
come the foundation and pillar of our faiths f 

* *' Si in Evangelic prsecipitur, aut in Epistolis Apostolo- 
ram. aut in Actis, observetur liasc sancta traditio." £p. 74 
ad Pompeinm. 

t '' Non enim peralios dispositionem salutis nostrse cogno- 
vimuB, qudm per eos per quos Evangelium pervenit ad nos; 
^KOif ^pKidem tvnepr<i^cimuw0rtmti potiea verOfprn" Dei vohm* 
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Can any thing, we ask, more clearly attest the 
sole supremacy of Scripture, and take away all 
footing from oral tradition, than these decisive 
words : " Which Gospel, they then, or in the 
first instance, preached by word of mouthy but 
afterwards hy the loill of God, L e. his express 
direction and command, delivered, or gave as a 
tradition, to us, in writing, to he in thno to come, 
ihe foundation and pillar of our faiths 

But even, admitting that some of the Fathers 
do speak favourably of oral tradition, let us re- 
member, that at best, they are but uninspired men 
and therefore, their assertion, whether it be true 
or false, does not in itself possess an authority 
sufficient to impose the weight of Divine obligation. 
We cannot receive what they say ^ as if it came, 
from God. Therefore we say with the venera- 
ble Iranaeus, No tradition but Scripture. In the 

tatenif in Scripturis nobis tradideruntt fundamentum et 
columnam fidei nostrse faturam.''— Irenaeus Adversus Hsres. 
lib iii. cap ]. 



the written word, St Jevom^j '' AU t)^?Jt )|i ^fii|4 
Mi^x the Apoftl^ mi|st ^e set fis^e^ and ^i^f 
«}a qt^haiiify. HoTffBv^^holy, bQWieTer le^^i^ 
any man may be w}io cojnes after the Apoatkf 
Ae oa;} be allowed no auOwrtty.^ * Not ox^ of 
(hem C911 eicen go so far as to say, ^^ I Ipie^ds^cH 
and suchwords^ or receiye4suclia^4^^b^o<^'^ 
tions from the Ups of an inspixed Ap^(>^6*" T^Jf 
pply sfatis th^ p^eyail;i|;ig repp^ of the 4^7 ^ 
yi\^v^ they lived, or ^se their ow?i biplief a^d 
ppi^li as to Fiiat wa^s handed doww from thosa 
wb,o weiffit heibrie them^ and ^hv!^> ^ ^^^^ ff 4^^ 
o^^^ ^ wn^de^ii^ it tqitk acfyuxf mspirqtimj 
ca^ e^^fer ff^ at^fnp ef Diving ^Mthority^ pr im% 

ing that the Al¥>s|l^ ppohe mi^J^ which they 414 
nof irn'i^^ still, reason itself, may plainly shew, 

* ". Quamvis ergo sit aHquis post apo/itoloS; dia^rtu9 noa 
hobevt auetoritaem, ** Hieron* in Psalm. 86. 
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that it it imiioteiUe in ihs very nature of tliii%s, 
tha£ aayoftUscto e6mie iarmiU>tiAy 08 inspired 
^ral ttadHian ousted only ijr A^^if^d^ m^eme, 

WSSHTHEf AllTHORIXY AN© f OIBCB OF INSPIHATIOK, 

3^ must daubtiess be most satiisfactory to find ' 

cfWc doetdzieB and vi^TTs of Scripture^ illusttated 

and confirmed by the belief and practice of the 

FviiditiYe Church, and to be well assured^ that 

ibei immediate Mlow^rs of the Apostles^ acted^ 

thoagfat^ and read, as we now think, and act, and 

read. Still, however, we are not to confound 

what is only useful and interesting, however 

valuable we may ourselves esteem it, with what 

as articlei^ of belief, are actually and absolutely 

Becessaory for dalvation. Tradition, may supply 

the former, Imt it can do nothing whatevertowards 

furnishing tke laMer.* *' To the lavit and to the 

TESTIMONY, if we spoak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in us."t 

* Bisbop Slnittteworth, " Not tradition, but Scripture." 
^age 78. 

1 6«ish, viii 23i 

E 
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The main theological argument brought for- 
ward in support of inspired oral tradition, is this ; 
that from the fall of Adam, to the time of Moses, 
it was the guide of the Church, and the sole 
means of preserving true religion in the world, 
and that it has not since been superseded by 
Scripture; 

In reply, we observe. First, that it has been 
already shewn, on good authority, that inspired 
oral tradition has been superseded by Scripture ; 
and Secondly, we deity that H ever was the entire 
guide of the Church, or sole means of preserving 
divine truth; because, throughout that period of 
time to which the assertion applies, namely, from 
Adam to Moses, there was a constant succession 
of Divine revelations. 

And what is the fact? So little able was oral 
tradition, even with the assistance of frequent 
Divine manifestations, and a length of human lif6 
never since heard of, to preserve Divine truth, 
or keep true religion sound and pure, that we 
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find, it was only by immediate revelations of 
liimself to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others of 
the Patriarchs &om time to time, that God 
preserved his Church from being altogether 
swallowed up in ignorance and idolatry. 

If the argument therefore proves anything, it 
makes altogether against oral tradition, and not 
for it; because it clearly shews, that, when tried 
it did not answer ^ and therefore cannot now be 
considered or relied on, as a safe or satisfactory 
means, either of conveying or perpetuating. 
Divine truth. 

It has been already proved, that Holy Scrip- 
ture, rightly understood, does neither support 
nor sanction the doctrine of inspired oral tradi- 
tion ; we would now go somewhat farther, and 
shew, that it is decidedly opposed to it ; in short 
that it is not merely, not for it, but completely 
against it. 

What do we find on opening the New Testa- 
ment ? Our blessed Saviour frequently speaking 
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fxf^ .ind tfnoAog ScaaptaxBj widi the Mghost 
poflszidiSjappsobfKfcum, buti»t;ar*ti&fy in tli£ strong* 
est teims^ zeprobating and coBdemmng oral 
liraditjion ; oat eoren so muoh as onee mentioning 
it without jt&axjced disapprobation. Weasktben, 
is not tfaisinitself^astnkingandastardingfact? 
0^ but, $Ay<s tiie Cburck of Rome, Ibbese -mere 
tgadtooBS, notn^efely mdependeni j^f Sforypiure, 
but contrary ta it And so, <wie aoiswer, axe your 
t^aditioBfl ; and tbe]?efore it is tbait we eay to jirou 
i^ the words of jour Lord himself, -^^fbli w^ jra- 
reject the commandment of God, diat ye may 
ke^p your own tradition.'' For instance, this is 
God's most solemn conMnandmeaat, as your 9wn 
Douay Bible testifies, though it is altogether 
omitted in your smaller Catediisms fer the use 
of th* peaple, wlu. migbt pos«bty be some^bit 
Startled by it; *^ Thou shalt not make to thyself 
any graven image, nor the likeness of aay thin^ 
tbal^ k in Hearnen ahuore or in the earth heseath, 
or m tibe wdtei» under the jassidii di9u jjiak. 
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not how down to them, nor worship them.*** 
Bat what says your tradition ? As we find it 
recorded in the 25th session of the Conncil of 
Trent, it declares, " that the images of Christ, of 
the Virgin, and of the other saints, are to be had 
and kept in Churches , and Oisitdue honour and 
VDorship are to be paid to them ; that is, as is 
afterwards explained, we are to kiss them, and 
uncoter our heads and faU down before them; 
because the honour which is shewn to them, is 
referred to the prototypes which they represent;^ 
words which plainly shew, that it is reed ado^ 
ration and worship that is paid to them, directly 
contrary to the positive command of God* 

* Exodus, Chap. xx. 4, 5, 
t Imagines porro Christi, deipane Virginis, et alionim sane 
torum in templis pnesertim habendas et retinendas eisque 
debitum honorem et venerationem impertiendam, quoniam 
honos qui eis exhibetur, refertur ad prototypa, quae illse repne* 
sentant: ita ut per imagines quas osculamuri et corani 
quibus caput aperimus, et procumbimus, Christum adore 
mus et sanctos quorom ills similitodinem geront, venere« 
mur." Sessio 25 de Purgatorio, p. 305 306. 

X 2 
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^iRbdi;«aij» tradition? It dedares^ in dMs "wntrd^ 4»f 
the mme cDuncil, ^^ that it is ioM ffoadiandue^ul 
to towrsiap and praiy io^ angeh a»4 stritits /'f 
atod thufl^ wliatevenbe tfase kiad of ivorsbipi^ffafed 
to thepi.; in &ct zoake them mediaiers betwem^uB 
md Qad^ alfkongh the Scriptiaire piamdy ajul 
positiireljr declaires, that '^ there is i>ut oncMedi^ 
mhr hghoeen Ood .and men, the mail Chxiat 
Jesos ;"$ ^^ who is able to save uaito the utter-* 
most, aJl them that come unto God bjr him, seemg 
that he ever Uoeih to make mtereemxm forikem f%^ 
and acGordmgly says/^^ come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden and /will give you 
rests^li and who therefore is our 09% Mediator 

* Matthew iv. 10. 
'^ "¥ "Bonum atque utile esse snpplidter eos (saaetos) iiivo-^ 
care &c; ; ad eonitn orationes, opem, anxilium confagere. 
Sessio 25 tie Puigatorio, p. 305. 

t I Timotliyf ii* &• § Heboews vii* 1 5i 

gMHheirxi.^. 
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Itotk^^reim^iftim and ifderee&akn : hjBLymghy'}m 
mark ei .eacpuitory saerifioe Jkmhed .1^01 i&6 
torossy ^^hf one offering perfiusiedfor ea^erAem 
that are eancti/ied.*'* 

\ Besides bowwery the heairy oharge whick m<^ 
are thus obligacl to bring against tiie OkiCEdi 
cf Mame, of ^^inaking the commaadmfiujte of 
God of none effect by her tumdition; when 
epeakuig qh the sabjeet pf the Bxile of Faith^ ire 
ure Gompdied to make against her, ike m> less 
•erkms aocusadon of adxdterating the written 
word of 'God, and thus in an equal degree though 
in another way, ^^ teaching for doctrines the ooi^- 
mandments ^of men." We allude now of course 
to the books caliedthe Apocrypha, and stated in 
the < 6th article of the Church of England, ex^ 
pressly on the authority of Saint Jerome Mmsdf 
thetramlatorofthe Vtdgate^iuot to be canonical, 
i, e, not to be within the rule or canon of inspired 
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Scripture. Yet these very books^ the Council of 
Trent, in its 4th session, expressly enumerates 
among the books of Holy Scripture, and declares 
that *' whosoever does not receive them, and all 
parts of them, as sacred and canonical, t. e. truly 
inspired, is accursed.'^ Now we merely ask, is 
the 2nd book of Maccabees inspired, in which 
suicide, that horrible crime, at which even faUen 
humanity shudders, is spoken highly of and com- 
mended as a noble act ? Or, is the book of Judith 
inspired, which sets forth the conduct of Simeon 
and Levi to the Shechemites as an example wor-^ 
thy of imitation, though Jacob, speaking by the 
Spirit of God, pronounces it ciursed and cruel ?* 
Here then, we say, the Church of Bome is not 
only in error, but manifestly inconsistent. She 
exalts tradition to a level with that inspired word 
which God has ^'magnified above all his name,"t 
yet at the same time she does not follow genuine 

* Genesis zlix. 7. . t Fsalm cxxxviii. 2. 



KOT ORAL ^raiABmON. 49 

traditicm; 'whereaS) we keep tradition in its pro- 
per place^ but in its legitimate use we closely 
follow it. For instance^ Josephus in the first 
eentury ; Melito bidhop of Sardis in the second 
century ; Origen in the third century ; the coun- 
cil of Laodicea, (whose Canons were received 
into the Code of the Canons of the Universai 
Church) Athanasius, Gregory Nazianzen^ Je- 
rome^ ax^d several others^ in the fourth century f. 
all give catalogues of the then acknowledged 
ioaspired books of the Old Testament, and nai a 
single one of them includes the Apocrypha 
Moots eomefng the number. Here then the Church 
ef Borne, and aU who follow in her train, al- 
togedner depart &om the unanimous voice and 
traditioQ. of the primitive church ; while the 
Churchof Englasid fidthfully follows it, adopting 
the very catalogue of Scripture thus dearly 
au&enticated, in hear 6tji Artix^le ; imd admit- 
iing it into heir Canon only on nnch^ £tvidex)ce : 
* Bunifitt^a 38 ▲rtudti, p. 118. 
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a^ tliat of Athanasius^ who distinctly says^ 
*' that he delivered those (canonical books,) as 
{hey had received them by traditiouy and as they 
were received by the whole Church of Christy 
because some presumed to mix Apocryphal 
Books with the Divine Scriptures; and therefore, 
he was set on it by the orthodox brethren, in 
order to declare the Canonical Books, delivered 
as such by tradition, and believed to be of divine 
inspiration.^** 

So likewise, in forbidding the universal use of 
the Scriptures ; and in denying the cup to the 
laity in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the 
Church of Eome directly contradicts the unaniT 
mous voice and testimony of genuine, ancient 
Tradition; while the Church of England, follow- 
ing in these matters the guidance of Holy Scrip- 
ture, acts in accordance to it. 

On the whole then, it is plain, that in annex- 
ing the Apocrypha to Holy Scripture as part of 

f Athim. £p. pasdu 
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God*s word ; . books ; nevei'' recognhed by the 
Jews, to wham " were committed the Oracles of 
Ood/^* nor ever once quoted by our Saviour and 
his Apostles y the Church of Rome in 1546, at 
the 4th Session of the Council of Trent, has, on 
a fundamental point, completely contradicted 
the Primitive Church at the Council of Laodicea, 
in the fourth century, for let who ever chooses 
take the trouble to examine, and he will find, 
that both Jerome the translator of the Vulgate, 
and the Council of Laodicea, give, in the fourth 
century, a totally different catalogue of the Books 
of Holy Scripture, (namely that contained in our 
6th article) from the catalogue given by the 
Council of Trent, in the sixteenth century. In 
other words, they allow the Apocryphal Books, 
no place as part of the word of God ; whereas 
she pronounces every individual who does not 
" receive them, and every part of them y as sacred 
and canonical," utterly accursed.t 
* Rom. 3—2. t Sess. iv. p* 25. De canonicia Scripturia. 
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Tiui great evil and dangei: of all tlus may ba 
easily perceired. Not onjiy, does it offei feasfid, 
di^onotir to ike true word of GodyamLplac^ 
that, which should have oiir supreme regard and 
eonfidenee, in a iusptcted and seeondm^f kgii^ 
but it affixrds a m()8t ready kdet to error^ by so 
9rtfully flobdng 13^ what iir fake with what iB 
tme^ that it becomes almost im^^ssiUe to sepe- 
rftte them ; and truths even white it seem* to be 
retaiiled^ loses all power to t*esist or ounNrthroW 
error* 

This is strikingly apparent in the Canons and 
djeerees q& the Council of Trent^ relating to the 
ddetriojes of Penance; Extreme^ Unction;. Pur- 
gatory ; the Sacrifice of the Mass ; Indulgences $ 
and many others 1 in all m^ch, thougK a slight 
reference is in« some cases made to Scripture, in 
order to claim for them, where it is possible, a 
sort oij&ifdf<mnd(riiony yet,.it is eyident, the real 
basis on which those doctrines are buxLt, is Oral 
Tradition; not merely Tradition confirming or 
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enforcing the truth of Scripture, but brought 
forward as an authority independant of, and 
coequal with it. 

How different this, from God's way of pre- 
serving and perpetuating divine truth! Turning 

« 

to the 30th chapter of Jeremiah, we there find 
the Lord giving his Prophet this direction; 
** Write thee all the words that I have spoken 
unto thee, in a book. For lo, the days come, 
saitli the Lord, that I will bring again the 
captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith 
the Lord, and I will cause them to return to the 
land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall 
possess it.'* It appears from the context, that 
those amongst whom the Prophet personally 
laboured, paid little regard to his inspired warn- 
ings and exhortations by loord of mouth / and in 
consequence, he is here especially directed, not 
to hate it to oral tradition to convey these Divine 
truths to those who should come after, but to 
totite all the words that the Lord had spoken 
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unto him, in a hooJi, that being thus made cer- 
tain, and permanejifhj authoritative, they might 
benefit the generations folloiviJig, From the 36th 
chapter, it also appears, that when Jeremiah had 
oq a particular occasion, to deliver a message 
from God to the people of Judah, and was 
unable to do it in person, he did not entrust that 
divine message to uninspired lips, but caused 
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, to write 
from his mouth all the words of the Lord, in a 
roll of a boolc, and then, directed him to go an^ 
" read them in the ears of all Judah in the house 
of the Lord." Inspiration aloiie therefore, eithcf 
directly and pei'sonaUy hy icord of mouth ; or. In 
all other cases by means of writing, is competent 
to contey divine truth, and inculcate with God^'s 
authority, those things, which coming from God^, 
are requisite and necessary to salvation* 

* It is quite erroneous to put the celebrated rule of ViUf 
centius Lirinensis in opposition to the all-sufficiency of 
Scripture, and fio, constitute Oral Tradition part of the Kul^ 
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We have tlms endeavoured not only to shew 
tlio wide and fundamental difterence between 
,the Church of England and the Chixrch of Rome, 
but also, to explain the real doctrines of both 
churches, respecting the rule and standard of 
religious belief and practice. In doing this, 
appeal has been made to authorities well known, 
^nd to which, no reasonable person on either 
§ide can, we think, fairly object. The views of 
the Church of England have been taken from 

pt Faith. Its real object was, not to supercede, but con- 
firm the authority of Scripture, by laying down a rule 
'^iereby to prove what are its undoubted doctrines, in oppo- ' 
' sitioQ to novelties falsely so called. I£s proper use and 
value may be clearly defined by adding to it the words, 
" si in Scriptura Sacra legatur,'' in order to shew its legi- 
timate extent and meaning ; thus : ** Quod semper, quod 
Ubique, quod ab omnibus, si in Scriptura tacra legatut^ 
credendum est." Thus, their divine character and obliga- 
tion being founded on Holy Scripture, the Trinity, the Deity 
and Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Christian 
Sabbath, &c., are undeniably proved to be original, as well 
as essential, doctrines of Christianity. See Reeves's Trans- 
'lation with notes, of the Treatise of Vincentius Lirinensis 
against heretics* 
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her own Articles, and the writings of three of 
her highly esteemed Prelates, Bishops Patrick, 
Bcveridge, and Marsh. The doctrines of th6 
Chui'ch of Rome likewise, hare been proved 
from her very highest authority, the crtnons and 
decrees of the Council of Trent, and also, from 
the works of Cardinal Bellarmine, her ablest 
controversialist, and Dr. Delahogue, author of 
a class book on dogmatic theology read at 
Maynooth. On this evidence it has been shewn, 
that the Church of England altogether rejects 
tradition of every kind, as possessing Divine 
authority, or forming any part of her Rule of 
Faith, which is, exclusively. Holy Scripture; 
while at the same time, she establishes the 
authenticity of Scripture by the evidence of 
ecclesiastical, or historical, tradition, considered 
as human testimony, and also, makes use of it to 
shew, that her system and doctrines agree both 
with the model and practice of the Primitive 
Church. 
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, Qn, the other hand, it has been shewn, how 
awfully, and as an infallible Church, irreco^ei^a- 
J/y, the Church of Eome has erred, in denying 
the allsufficiency of God's wi'itten word, and 
daiing to add, human writings and oral tradi- 
tions to what He has solemnly declared, " no- 
thing shall be added,"* thus in the severe and 
fjmphatic words of our Saviour, " teaching for 
doctrines, the commandments of men." 

At the same time, it is really curious to ob- 
flferve, how, in doing this, she has closely followed 

*' Prov, XXX. 5 — 6* Every word of God is pure : he is a 
shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou noi 
unto Mswordst lest he reprove thee and thou be found a liar." 
Bev. xxll. 22.— 18, 19. "I testify unto every man that 
hearethfhe words of the prophecy of this book. Tf any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the pla^ 
gues that are written in this book ; and if any man ahall 
take away firom the words of the book of this prophecy,.God 
•hall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book." What an awAilIy solemn warning, both to churehcsi 
AJMiindWduok!, ;.■.;..•. 
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the very footsteps of the present and ancient 
Jewish Church. The Jews, it is well known, 
call their traditions, the Orallaw, asserting, that 
God gave them to Moses during the forty days 
he was on Mount Sinai, when he also received 
the written Law. They believe that Mosed 
instead of writing, afterwards taught, these Oral 
traditions, by word of mouth to the elders of 
Israel, with directions that they should in like 
manner, hand them down to their successors, as 
part of the Rule of Faiths every thing that God 
snid in the Mount not having been committed to 
tenting. Hence arose among the Jews, those 
pretended Divine traditions of the Oral law, 
which 9o frequently drew down the marked 
displeasure, and pointed rebukes of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour ; and can we then, for a mo* 
ment doubt, but, if now in like manner upon 
earth, he would equally condemn, the Oral ti'ac 
ditions of the Church of Borne, so similar both 
in their nature and origin, as not only degracl* 
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ing to the word, and derogatory to the honour' 
of the Most High God ; but dangerous and des^ 
tructive to the souls of men ! 

Nor let any imagine, that he can continue a' 
member of the Eoman Catholic Church, and es- 
cape the consequences, or free himself from the 
guilt, that tradition ties, like a mill-stone about 
his neck, sooner or later to sink him in a deep, 
far worse than the depth of the sea. It will 
scarcely be disputed, that no one who does not 
receive the creed of Pope Pius the 4th is, or can 
be, a Roman Catholic. And what says this 
authorised confession of the Boman Catholic 
faith, '' out of which no one can be saved.*'* on 
the subject before us, *' Apostolic traditions I 
most firmly receive and embrace ;" t i«e«> those 
very same unwritten, oral traditions, which the 

* ** Extra quam nemo salvus esse potest." BuUa super . 
^orma juram, profesBionis fidei, 

f*' Apost6lics8 et ecdesiafttieas traditioneB dce.» tonUh 
j&me admitto et amplector.'^ Jbid* 
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9 

Cpuncfl of Trent a little before in its fourth Ses-. 
81011, speaks of as distinct from, but to be received 
and venerated with equal sentiments of piety and, 
reverence, as the Uoly Scripttires,^^ 

In the first place, then, we would address the 
Iloman Catholic, and most earnestly and affec- 
tionately say, examine well the ground on which 
your hope of salvation rests. A mistake here, 
is fatal, because it involves your placing your 
hope for eternity, not on the rock, but on the 
sand; for if, as has been now shewn, inspired' 
Oral tradition, regarded by you as a light from, 
heaven, is in truth, an ignis fatuus ; a mere 
matter of imagination — a thing that has no real 
existence J what are they doing, who are trust- 
ing to it, but building on the sand? And what 
then are they, whether they call themselves ^ 
Divines of England or of Rome, who teach others 
t6 do so, but blind guides ; of which we kno\^ 

* " pari piQtatis affecti; et reverentia suscipit «t venera<» 
tur,'* Seu, IV, p. 24, . 
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from our Saviom*'s own words with reference lo 
this very subject, the awful consequence; "If 
the blind lead the blind, hoth shall fall into the 
ditch"* We say then, Men and Brethren, fol- 
low the sure guidance of the Apostle Paul, when 
he tells you, '^ The Holy Scriptui*es are able to 
inake wise unto salvation, through faith which 
is in Chiist Jesus.** AH Scripture is giv6n by 
inspiration of God, and is profiuible for doctrine ; 
for reproof; for correction; for instruction in 
righteousness ; that the man of God niay be per- 
icct, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.f 

Can you have a better adviser? Can you 
want higher authority ? Can you desire more 
convincing evidence to the allsufficiency of lloly 
Scriptuie, than that of an inspired Apostle? 
And if, as St. Paul here distinctly states, Holy 
JScripture, is " able to make wise unto salva- 
tion ;'* rendering " the man of God perfect, 

♦ Matt. XV. 14. 1 2 Tim. fii. 15-^-17. 
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px complete^ iJiorQughly fumisJied unto ail good 
works s*^ ^^ appeal to yourselves ; to your o^vji 
good sense aud sound understandings whether it 
can possibly be defective, as a Rule of Fajth; or, 
whether any thing needs to be added to it> tq 
irnake it an all perfect standard of i^eligious belief 
^ud practice in things requisite and necessary to 
salvation ? " We speak as unto wise men ; judge 
ye what we say."* Of this also, be well assured, 
that if we any of us feel a deficiency, that defi- 
eiency is not in Scripture but^ in ourselves ; and 
the true and proper remedy for. it, is, that 
pointed out so cleai'ly by our most blessed and 
allwise Saviour, " Search the Scriptures for in 
th^n ye think ye have eternal life," and are so 
far right; *^ and they are they which testify 
gi me, yet ye will not come to me," as they 
direct ; " that ye might have life."t 
The church , of Rome, indeed, teaches that 

♦ I Cor. X, 15. t ^o\n v, 39, 40, 
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* 

" more evil than good is likely to arise from the 
indiscriminate reading the Scriptures."* 
We ask, however, was the Apostle Paul of that 
opinion, when he says of the Berean Christians J 
" These w^cre more noble tha.n those in Thessalo* 
nica, in that they received the word of God with 
all readiness of mind,and searched the Scriptures 
daily y whether those things, taught them craUp 
even by an inspired Apostle yWcve so."t 

Or, was St. Luke of his mind, when he says, 
"it seemed good to him, to write his Gospel, ift 
order that his friend Theophilus, instead of trust- 
ing to Oj*al traditlonymighthy reading it, "itnof» 
the dei'iainty of those things wherein he had pre^ 
' viously been instructed." ?t 

It is true, indeed, yoit are frequently told, 

that reading of the Bible leads to heresy, and oh 

> •■..'*• 

* Cum experimcnto manifestum sit, si sacra Biblia vuU 
' "pen lingua passim sine discrimi j<! permittantur, plus indfe 
. -eb hominum t^meritatem, detrimenti» quam utilitatis orir^ 
&c<— Rejjfula 4 de libris Prohibitis. 

tActsxYu.!!. J Luke K 3, V 
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that very ground are authoritatively warned 
against it. But here again we say^ what is the 
factl Can any heresy be fairly traced to the 
simple reading of Holy Scripture ? Or, has any 
heresy of ancient or modern times for its author 
a man who is only known as a reader of the 
yBible? Is there, in short, a single instance of 
.heresy and schism, bearing the name of an un- 
learned person in humble life, who read liis 
Bible, ?ind nothing but his Bible ? We believe, 
the history of the Church, fairly examined, would 
say, there is not ; and would, moreover, tell usi, 
.that heresies appear at all times, to have arisen 
among those whom th§ world calls wise, and 
talented, and learned ; not a few of whom were 
Prelates and Priests, but none of them, simple 
Wnlearned readers of the Bible. It would show 
us, also, that the main cause of heresy, ever has 
been, human pride, and human learning, and 
human philosophy falsely so called, either cor- 
rupting the piuity, or overlooking the simplicity. 
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of divine truth. The reason brought forward, 
therefore, may possibly be a valid and powerful 
one, to ahew that learning, and knowledge, 
and philosophy, often greatly abused, are dan* 
gerous things, and accordingly, that mankind at 
large had much better be kept ignorant and illi- 
terate, in order to make them all of one mind ; 
but it has no force whatever, against the plaiii 
duty and solemn command to " Search the 
Scriptures." 

Instead, therefore, of attributing heresy and 
schism to the study of Scripture, the very idea of 
which wc shrink from, as most ungrateful and 
dishonoiuring to its glorious Author, we take the 
very opposite new, and attribute them both, in 
a very great degree, to the pf^ohtbition and dis- 
use of Scripture ; by means of which, the true 
word of God being long kept out of sight, un- 
scriptural doctrines and practices were intro- 
duced into the Church, and these, wherever the 

light of God's holy woi:d is re-admittecl, prove 

a 



66 OKAL TEACHING 

the main cause of that disunion and separation, 
which all must deplore, but which is to be attri- 
buted, not, properly speaking, to the influence 
of light, but, to the sad effects of the darkness 
which preceded it. 

On the one hand then, we charge the Church 
of Rome with being the chief means of causing 
that schism she seems to dread, and preventing 
that unity she seems to desire, by taking away 
the ^^ key of knowledge," without which, unity 
must be, a unity cither of ignorance or error ; 
and on the other hand, wc maintain, that tile 
true and proper remedy is, the universal diffu- 
sion of that knowledge of Holy Scripture, by 
which alone, " those who profess and call them- 
selves christians, can be effectually led into the 
way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of Spirit, 
in the bond of peace^ and in righteousness of 
life."* 

* Collect for all conditions of meti-^Book ofcointooti 
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• To the Roman Catholic then we would, with 
all earnestness say, do. not be deterred by any 
o^e, from what is both your duty and privilege, 
but seek, through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
to " acquaint yourself with God and be at peace" 
by means of that word which testifies, that " the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin ;"* 
assures us, that " there is now no condemnation 
for them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit,t and ex- 
pressly declares that eternal life is the gift of 
God; that" we are saved by grace through faith, 
not of works, lest any man should boast," J- and 
that " other foundation can no man lay, than 
that which is laid, which is, Jesus Chiust."§ 

To the Protestant we also say, " stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage,"|| whether it be, of unscriptural doc- 

* ]st John 1, 7. t Rom. 8.'3. t Ephes. Ji. 8, 9. ' ' 
§ 1 Cor. 3. 11. II Gal. 5. 1. 
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trines, will-worship, or unnecessary and trifling 
observances, " which minister questions, rather 
than godly edifying which is in faith/'* At the 
same time, be careful to shew that the true 
ground of your Protestantism is this, that you 
cleave to the Bible because it is old, and protest 
against the errors of the Church of Eome, be-* 
cause, in departing from it, she is neio. Let 
this then be your motto; Truth, Bjxd genuine 
Antiquity. Learn also, to set less value on 
names, and more on realities, lest, haply, while 
crying with all your might, " the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are we ;"t you find 
yourselves disowned by the Lord of the Temple^ 
See therefore, that you are spiritual, and not- 
merely nominal, Protestants, for it will avail but 
little to your salvation, to protest ever sd loudly 
against error, unless you by a living faith lay 
hold upon truth. *' If any man," whether Pro- 
testant^ or Boman Catholic, " be in Christ Jesus, 

*1 Tim. 1,4. "£ tJcr.vU.4, 
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li©^4s-a new creature." * Shew then, that such 
is really your case, and that the grace of God, in 
which you hope, aiid to which you look for sal- 
vation, " teaches you, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world."t 

Honour and obey your Church, your Bishop, 
your Minister, not indeed as Christ ; but as the 
ordinance, and servants of Christ. Fallow them, 
not ignorantly and blindly, but dutifally, humbly, 
inteDigently and willingly, as they follow Christy 
remembering the Apostle's command ; '' Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves ; for they watch for your soulsy as 
they that must give account, that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief; for that is unpro- 
fitable to you."J Eemember, however, that 
every man shall bear his own burden" § and 
give an account of himself to God." || ^* Pre- 

* 2 Cor. 5, 17. t Titus ii. 11, 12. J Heb. xiii. 17. 
§ Gal. vi. 5. It Rom. ziv. 12. 
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pare, then, to meet your God."* ^^ Fight the 
good fight of faith and lay hold on eternal life."t 
Be in earnest ; forsake sin ; and look unto 
Jesus. 

To every Reader, we say ; are you following- 
God as a dear child ?$ Is your conversation; 
such as becometh the Gospel ? § Being justified 
by faith have you peace with God?|| Are- 
you dead, indeed, unto sin, and alive unto God, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, produc-- 
ing in you, not in name only, but in spirit and in* 
truth *^ a death unto sin, arid a new birth un- 
to righteousness."** Is God's word a lamp to 
your feet and a light to your paths ?tt Is God'15 
favour the joy and desire of your heart? Is 
your life a life of faith or of sight ? ${ In short, 
^^ are you washed and justified and sanctified in 

* Amos iv. 12. || Rom. v. 1, 

t 1 Tim. vi. 12. ** Church of England Catechism. 

X Ephes. V. 1. ft Psal. cxix. 105. 

§ PhU. i. 27. $ J 2 Cor. v. 7. 
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the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God?"* Knot, dear Reader, you may 
indeed have " a form of Godliness, but be as- 
sured you have still to experience the power of 
it."t Seek then, while there is yet time, the 
blessing obtained for you by your Saviour*s 
prayer, " Sanctify them through thy truth, THY 
WORD IS TRUTH."J 

* 1 Cor. 6, 1 1 . t 2 Tim. 3. 5. J John 1 7, 17. 



THE END. 



